Genetic analysis of the linkage between chromosome 11q and atopy.
Previous work has suggested that there is a genetic predisposition for the development of both asthma and atopy. A recent study has also shown that there is a striking link between chromosome 11q and the IgE response underlying asthma and rhinitis. To further assess the linkage between chromosome 11q and atopy, we have studied nine families of two and, in many instances, three generations with the index case having asthma and/or atopy. Using two restriction fragment length polymorphism probes associated with the regions 11q12-q13.2, namely PYGM and INT2, we have been unable to confirm a significant link between this region of chromosome 11q and atopy as defined by a positive skin-prick test and/or a raised specific IgE and/or a raised total IgE.